ICA 2026 Mid-Congress Excursions

Serene Houseboat Cruise

At 9 AM, you will be driven to Alleppey to board your exclusive houseboat for a cruise through the
Vembanad Lake. Warm lunch will be served on board. After evening tea/snacks, deboard the
houseboat and drive back to Cochin.

Houseboat in Kerala backwaters was one of the most community oriented project in tourism as this
industry created a huge employment opportunity for the local people. The traditional culinary
heritage is being conserved and sustained to offer the regional Alleppey/Kuttanadan cuisine on
board the Houseboat.

The interesting part is that all cooks on Houseboats are men. Houseboat also gives an opportunity
to the local fishermen and other vendors to sell their products . Even when the local farmers had
many climatic chaos like floods which resulted in heavy crop loss, at least the availability of
employment to many on Houseboats was a great boon to the local community.

Two consecutive floods followed by the Pandemic have made the living in this region a real
livelihood issue. During your cruise, you may see the new houses coming up which are all built on
raised pillars in fear of floods during Monsoon. As the crew are from the local community, with
proper training, now they are taking a special interest on keeping the waters clean and garbage free.




